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Friday 4/28, 4-5:30 pm CaribeFunk workshop  Akeitha Carey in Schaeffer Hall Room # 30 . Free.  

As part of the Iowa Dance Festival, A’Keitha Carey will teach a workshop on the dance form CaribFunk,™ 
a technique that she created that is a genre fusing Afro-Caribbean, ballet, modern, and fitness 
principles.  Following the workshop she will lead a Pop-Up Carnival parade celebration on the Old 
Capitol Green. To sign up for the workshop please contact loyce-arthur@uiowa.edu.  
  
A’Keitha Carey is originally from the Bahamas. She received her B.A. in Dance from Florida International 
University and an M.F.A. in Dance from Florida State University. She completed her Certificate in 
Women's Studies from Texas Woman’s University where she is currently working to complete her PhD. 
A'Keitha created CaribFunk™ technique, a genre fusing Afro-Caribbean, ballet, modern, and fitness 
principles. Within this multifaceted exploration, she is investigating theories in the areas of: Dance 
Studies, Feminist Thought/Womanist Thought, Critical Pedagogy, Critical Race Theory, Ethnic Studies, 
and Cultural Studies. Her research attempts to establish the relationship between the technique and 
Caribbean popular culture; establishing how it can provide a sense of citizenship and identity acting as an 
embodied protest against the politics of domination; addressing why it is important to students of color 
in academia; and reinforcing the marriage between Caribbean cultural performance and “the erotic as 
power.” 
 

Saturday 4/29, 10-11:30 am:  MASTER CLASS @ Hotel Vetro. Modern Dance, Autumn Eckman. 

 

With a foundation in Horton and Graham techniques, my modern class emphasizes clarity through 

sound anatomical practice. We will focus on rhythmic complexity and musicality, articulation  

of the spine and other joints and quick changes of weight.  

My movement pulls from my diverse experiences; culminating in an integrated approach  

of a large spectrum of movement stylings and languages.   $10 

 

Autumn Eckman is currently an MFA Candidate in Choreography at the University of Iowa. Prior to 

her studies she was an Instructor of Dance from 2009- 2015 at Northern Illinois University. 

She is a former dancer for companies including State Street Ballet,  Hubbard Street Dance Chicago, Luna 

Negra Dance Theater, Giordano Dance Chicago, Lucky Plush Productions and Ron De Jesus Dance. She is 

currently a member of the The Cambrians.  

Autumn's directorial credits include: Director of Giordano II and Assistant Artistic Director/Resident 

Choreographer of Giordano Dance Chicago. As the 2014 Artist-In-Residence for State Street Ballet she 

recreated a full length version of the ballet, Scheherazade. She has created original works  on companies 

including DanceWorks Chicago, Visceral Dance Chicago, Missouri Contemporary Ballet and the Big 

Muddy Dance Company and was a recipient of the 2013 Choreographic Fellowship at the University of 
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Kansas.  Dance Magazine's Wendy Perron named her work "JOLT" for the Giordano Company as a Top 

Pick of 2012. She was named a “Top Player in the Arts" in Newcity Publication, a "Stand-Out 

Choreographer" in the Chicago Tribune, and an awardee of “New Choreographic Voice" for Dance 

Chicago. 

 

Saturday 4/29,  3-4:30 pm: MASTER CLASS @ Hotel Vetro. Musical Theatre Dance. Ramon Flowers  

 

Structured just like musical theatre dance classes at NYC studios, students will learn  

original Broadway choreography from a style of musical theatre.  

Musical Theatre Dance classes focus on establishing strong dance technique,  

increasing strength, flexibility, and endurance, learning the dance vocabulary used in musical theatre, 

building musical theatre dance repertoire of Broadway choreography. $10 

 

Ramon Flowers is a renowned dancer/singer/actor/teacher/choreographer/activist. Flowers began his 

formal dance training on scholarship at both the School for the Pennsylvania Ballet, and later attended 

the School of American Ballet. Four years after joining the Pennsylvania Ballet Company, as the first 

African-American male dancer, he moved to Europe as a principal ballet dancer for 12 Years. He spent 

seven years with the legendary, internationally renowned Maurice Béjart, performing in major cities in 

over 60 countries on every continent. He later moved to Germany to dance with William Forsythe, 

director of the Frankfurt Ballet, and then to Madrid to work with choreographer Nacho Duato and the 

Compañía Nacional de Danza de España. He returned to North America to dance with Montreal`s Les 

Grands Ballets Canadiens, where repertoire encompassed pieces by all the choreographers for whom 

he’d danced in Europe, as well as the works of George Balanchine, which were very familiar to him 

because of his first training as a teenage student. He then left Canada to return to his first love for dance, 

musical theatre, and was featured in several Broadway shows, including Matthew Bourne’s Swan Lake, 

Cats, The Lion King, The Green Bird, The Boy From Oz, and Hot Feet, as well as National Tours, 

commercials, film, and Television. Ramon is a current MFA candidate at the University of Iowa, with 

anticipated graduation in May, 2017. 

 


